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CHAPTER III
KJSSIA. That vast unpredictable country the mentality of which
we in Britain and the West understand almost as little as we do
that of the Japanese or the Chinese. How many people in this
country realize that Russia covers over 8,000,000 square miles of terri-
tory,, an area greater than the whole of North America, including
Canada, the U.S., and Mexico, not to mention Alaska, Newfoundland,
and Labrador; that of these 8,000,000 over 6,000,000 lie in Asia beyond
the Urals and the Caucasus; that its population is anything between
180,000,000 and 190,000,000, over 50,000,000 of which live in Asia?
Nor has the history of the great Slav race any real connection, nor
does it bear any real comparison, with that of western Europe. The
Roman Empire hardly reached its fringes. It is true that much of its
culture and all its religion came from Greece via Byzantium, but the
tradition of the Crusades and the Middle Ages, the system of chivalry
and feudalism, the love of military glory and the European conception
of romance, had no part in the Slav's development. His environment
was the limitless horizon, and he was by nature a nomad or a shepherd
or a trader, whose only history till the seventeenth century was that
of repeated invasions from the north by Vikings, who remained as
rulers and overlords of an alien population (both the Rurik and the
Romanoff families were of Swedish origin), or from the east by the
Mongols of Genghis Khan or Tamerlane, who brought nothing and
created nothing and left behind them nothing but an admixture of
Tartar blood. It was not till Peter the Great opened his window on the
west at St. Petersburg that Western influence began to play any really
important part in Russian development. And since Germany was
Russia's western neighbour, it was German influence, in spite of the
traditional hatred between Teuton and Slav, which was predominant.
The Russian nineteenth-century Empire comprised the Baltic States,
the ruling class in which consisted largely of the German barons who
had been left behind after the waves of Teutonic Knights' incursions
eastward had been halted at Tannenberg in the fifteenth century. They
played a large part in the government of Russia right up to the time
when I went to St. Petersburg.
Count LamsdorfT was Minister for Foreign Affairs; Baron Freed-